The Taking of Hugh
On 26 June the Mughal army supported by a fleet was within
three miles of the city. What followed is recorded in a long letter
written by John Cabral, S.J., dated 12 November 1655 and ad-
dressed to the head of the Jesuit House at Cochin. Cabral was
an eyewitness of what he relates. He has an excellent style, was
clear-headed, and well informed. Manrique also describes what
took place, but since his account is founded only on what he
heard at Dianga, the other's narrative is much to be pre-
ferred.
The apparition of the Mughal army was a great shock to the
Portuguese. At first there was the utmost confusion, but by night-
fall the commandant, Manoel de Azevedo, had restored order and
began to barricade the streets. Muskets—there were plenty of
them and of good quality—were distributed and captains were
appointed.
Next morning a council was held and it was resolved to try di-
plomacy. Father Cabral was sent to ascertain the Mughal general's
intentions and whether terms could not be arranged. He was
received by Inayatullah Khan, who pretended that he had come
merely to inquire into certain complaints which had been made
against the town's administration. On being asked to specify what
these were, he said that raiding galleys from Dianga were fre-
quently helped by forces sent from Hugli, and referred particu-
larly to the case of the great lady who had been kidnapped. Cabral
pointed out that these charges of complicity were false and
declared he could prove it. The Mughal replied that the best way
to prove the opposite would be to search the town for kidnapped
Indians. If such were found—and he believed they would be
found—collusion with the pirates of Dianga would be established.
There were, of course, many such kidnapped persons in Hugli,
but they had been bought from the Dianga raiders in what was
then regarded as a legitimate manner. They had, moreover, all
been converted to Catholicism. Cabral was accordingly instructed
to inform the Mughals that such a search would be resisted; nor
could it be agreed, search or no, to give up any of the slaves, for as
Christians they could not be abandoned.
Negotiations having broken down, the assault was launched on
2 July at dawn. It came from every side, both by land and
water, and resulted in the fall of the suburbs. But Manoel de
Azevedo had not spread his main defences too wide. The well-
entrenched core of the position held. Very heavy casualties were
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